A therapeutic approach to childhood pelvic rhabdomyosarcoma without pelvic exenteration.
A therapeutic approach using chemotherapy rather than radical surgery as the initial modality of treatment was employed in 13 children with pelvic rhabdomyosarcoma. One patient failed to respond to chemotherapy and required anterior pelvic exenteration. Eight patients are alive and free of disease 24 to 96 months after diagnosis. Limited surgery for minimal residual disease was used in two patients. Radiation therapy at lower than conventional doses was used in seven of eight patients. This experience supports a therapeutic approach to childhood pelvic rhabdomyosarcoma with an initial chemotherapy regimen, resulting in the use of surgical procedures less detrimental to pelvic organs without compromising survival.